
 from Tanzania. The Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) 

machine in the AFP, has been maintained by a technical 

personnel from WIRSAM SOUTH AFRICA  on 10 

December 2024. Furthermore they strongly recommended 

that the Tescan TIMA remain in the place of initial 

Installation for the lifetim e of the System. On December 11, 

2024. The Director General of received H.E. the Sudanese 

Ambassador to Tanzania on a familiarization  visit on 11 

December 2024. AMGC  has recruited Mr. Ramadhani 

Athumani, as a new contracted driver  since 14 December 

2024. On 16 December 2024, the Director General of 

AMGC paid a courtesy visit to the diplomatic mission of 

Sudan in Nairobi, Kenya and was honored to be invited to 

a dinner by H.E Kamal Gubara, the Ambassador of the 

Sudan to Kenya. On 18 December 2024, the Director 

General of AMGC  paid a work visit to H.E. the 

Chairperson of AMGC Governing Council, who is 

currently H.E. Hassan Ali Joho, the CS for Mining, Blue 

Economy, and Maritime Affairs of Kenya.  On 23 

December 2024, AMGC  trained three mining engineers 

from Ariab Mining Company  (AMC) in Sudan.                    

December 2024 African  Minerals and Geosciences Centre | +255 22 2650347 
 

 

 

 

Contents 
AMGC received two Tanzanian apprentices as part 

of its Internship Program                                    Page 1 

AMGC  conducted a two weeks training course on 

Gem Identification Techniques for two participants 

from Tanzania.                                                   Page 2 

 

The Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) machine 

in the AFP, has been maintained by a technical 

personnel from WIRSAM SOUTH AFRICA Page 3                                                      

H.E. Ambassador of Sudan to Tanzania paid a 

familiarization visit to AMGC                    Page 4- 11                                   

AMGC  has recruited a new contracted driver, who 

is Mr . Ramadhani Athumani, for two years   Page 12                                                                                    

The Director General of AMGC paid a courtesy visit 

to the embassy of Sudan in Nairobi, Kenya and was 

honored to be invited to a dinner by H.E. the 

Ambassador of the Sudan to Kenya.          Page 13-14 

The Director General of AMGC paid a work visit to 

H.E. the Chairman of AMGC Governing Council 

who is currently the H.E. Hassan Ali Joho, the 

Cabinet Secretary for Mining, Blue Economy, and 

Maritime Affairs of Kenya.                       Page 15-16                                                            

AMGC  trained three mining engineers from Ariab 

Mining Company (AMC) of  the Sudan.          Page 17 

Appreciation & Gratitude to Tanzania, Kenya and 

Sudan for fulfilling  their financial commitments to 

the Centre                                                     Page 18-20                    

Happy Independence Day for Tanzania and Kenya, 

the member states of AMGC / Seasonal greetings for 

Christmas and New Year 2025                   Page 21                                                  

Events                                                               Page 22 

Training Courses                                       Page 23-27 
 

 

AMGCDirector Generalôs Message 

 
During the month of December 

2024, The African Minerals and 

Geosciences Centre (AMGC) 

within its Internship Pr ogram 

provided economic capacity 

building for 9 months to various 

apprentices from Tanzania starting 

from 5 December 2024. The Centre 

through its Mineralogy, Petrology 

and Gemology Department has 

conducted a two weeks training 

course on Gem Identification 

Techniques for two participants  



3 
 

 

1 

The African Minerals and Geosciences Centre (AMGC) 

received Mr. Omary Karangula and Madam Nice 

Agalla who will build their practical experiences as 

apprentices at the Finance and Administration 

Department at the Centre on 5th December 2024.  The 

Centre within its Internship  Program keeps providing 

practical training and economic capacity building to 

various apprentices from Tanzania, the host country of 

the Centre and other member states of the Centre as 

part of empowering women and youth to build their 

practical experiences, skills and create competent 

professionals in the current and future generation.  
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On 09th December 2024, the African Minerals and Geosciences 

Centre (AMGC), through its Mineralogy, Petrology and 

Gemology Department (MPGD) started a two weeks training 

course on Gem Identification Techniques for two participants 

from Tanzania. 

1. Mr. Emmanuel Mchomvu from Woowme Jewerlers Dar es 

Salaam. 

2. Miss Heriethanna Christomoo Tenga ïAMGC Staff  

This training course finished on 20th December 2024. The aim of 

this training is to provide knowledge and skills to the participants 

on how to identify all gemstones, which include diamond and 

coloured stones. 
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On December 10th, 2024, the 

African Minerals and 

Geosciences Centre (AMGC), an 

ISO 9001:2015 Certified, 

received a team of two technical 

personnel from WIRSAM 

SOUTH AFRICA namely;  

1. Eng. Manuel Grobbelaar - 

Service Engineer/Specialist on 

Tescan Electron Microscopes.  

3 

2. Ms. Lize-Meri Prinsloo - Personal Assistant to Eng. Grobbelaar. 

 

The team has provided technical service to the Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) 

machine in the Analytical Fingerprint Laboratory (AFP), which is owned by an 

International Conference on Great Lakes Region (ICGLR), implemented by BGR, and 

it is hosted at AMGC premises. The SEM at AMGC is a powerful tool commonly used 

across materials science fields, including geology, metallurgy, microelectronics, 

ceramics, coatings, cement, and soft materials mining. It performs several analyses such 

as high-resolution imaging, quantitative mineral analysis, elemental analysis, mineral 

liberation analysis, mineral characterization, determination of particle size distribution 

and porosity and homogeneity measurement of cement on rock ores, concentrates, 

tailing, leach residues, or smelter products at the shortest time possible.  

 

Eng. Manuel Grobbelaar as the Service Support Engineer from the Sole Supplier 

Agency for the African continent, of the Tescan Electron Microscope range, he strongly 

do not recommend relocation of the Tescan TIMA System. The Equipment is highly 

sensitive and any modification to the Installation can cause damage to internal 

components. In addition, the System operates under a High Vacuum (10e-005Pa) and 

needs to remain in this State 24 Hours per day, 365 Days per Year with constant Power 

to feed the peripherals that control this Vacuum. Should the System not remain under 

High Vacuum, extremely high risks become apparent to the components that control 

and require this Vacuum. The Suspension and other internal components of the System 

comprise of sensitive pneumatic dampers and the risk of damage during any form of 

transport is extremely high when not in the original configuration that the System was 

shipped from the Factory. It is also strictly forbidden for anyone besides a Factory 

Trained Engineer from the Sole Supplier to remove any covers from the System or to 

make any modifications to the original Installation. In conclusion, it is strongly 

recommended that the Tescan TIMA remain in the place of initial Installation for the 

lifetime of the System. 
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to Tanzania  on a tour to various technical departments providing mineral 

services including training, consultancy and analysis to the mining sector and 

geosciences Community in Africa and elsewhere. Furthermore the Director 

General of AMGC expressed much appreciation and gratitude for the 

sustainable support and outstanding commitments and obligations of the 

Government of Sudan to the Centre. The Sudan is up to date in paying timely its 

financial contribution to AMGC as well as leading in maximizing its beneficiation 

from paid mineral services particularly training provided by the Centre. Since 

Mr. Ibrahim Shaddad, the current Director General of AMGC has been fully on 

board in July 2015, a total of 440 paid training opportunities were provided to 

Sudanese professionals from Geological Research Authority of Sudan (GRAS), 

Sudanese Mineral Resources Company (SMRC), Ariab Mining Company 

(AMC) and Sudan's Gold Refinery. The Sudanese professionals have been 

trained in various on-job-training courses at the AMGC based in Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania, and one paid outreach training course held at the premises of GRAS 

in Khartoum.  

H.E. Ambassador of the Sudan commended vision and mandate of the Centre 

and the much appreciated services particularly training provided by the Centre. 

He assures the sustainable support of the Sudan to AMGC and expressed his high 

concern to enhance the existing excellent and fruitful relationship and 

cooperation that the Sudan and AMGC share for strengthening beneficial 

partnerships to push for the Centreôs mission and mandate in serving the Mining 

Sector and Geosciences community in the Sudan and African Countries.  

It is worth mentioning that Sudan is the last member state to join the workforce 

of AMGC in August 2010. The Sudan chaired the AMGC 33rd and 39th 

Governing Council Meetings hosted in Khartoum in 2013 and 2019, respectively. 

On December 11, 2024, 

the Director General of 

AMGC had the pleasure 

on behalf of the Centre to 

receive, welcome, brief 

and escort H.E. Dr. 

Mohamed Abdalla Abd 

El hameed, the 

Ambassador of the Sudan  
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On 14 

December 2024 

The African 

Minerals and 

Geosciences 

Centre 

(AMGC) 

offered to Mr. 

Ramadhani 

Athumani, a 

two years 

contract as a 

driver under 

the Finance 
and 

Administration  

 
Department (FAD). Mr. Ramadhani was a 

part time Driver at the Centre for 14 months 

and has shown a satisfactory performance, 

discipline, and behavior during the period. 
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On December 16 2024, Mr. Ibrahim Shaddad, the 

Director General of the African Minerals and 

Geosciences Centre (AMGC) paid a courtesy visit to 

the esteemed Embassy of the Sudan in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The Director General of AMGC met H.E. Kamal 

Gubara, the Ambassador of the Sudan to Kenya to 

express gratitude and appreciation for Sudan's 

sustainable support through both Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Ministry of Minerals, which enabled the 

Centre to implement its activities to its highest peak.  

H.E. Ambassador Kamal Gubara was briefed among 

other issues regarding the current work visit of the 

Director General to Nairobi, Kenya to meet the 

following Kenyan dignitaries: 

�x H.E Hassan Ali Joho, the Cabinet Secretary for 

Mining, Blue Economy, and Maritime Affairs of 

Kenya, the current Chairman of AMGC 

Governing Council.  

�x Mr. Elijah Mwangi, the Principal Secretary of 

State Department for Mining at the Ministry of 

Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime Affairs, 

Kenya, who is a distinguished member of 

AMGC Standing Committee for Officials.  

 

The Director General of the AMGC will brief and 

discuss with H.E. the Chairman among other issues 

regarding current challenges facing the Centre and 

holding of the AMGC Policy Organ Meetings which 

will be hosted by Kenya including the AMGC 

Governing Council for the year 2024/2025, which will 

be under the chairmanship of H.E Hassan Ali Joho, the 

Cabinet Secretary for Mining, Blue Economy, and 

Maritime Affairs of Kenya.  

The Director General of the AMGC intends to pay a 

familiarization visit to the Directorate of Geological 

Survey at the State Department for Mining in Ministry 

of Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime Affairs, 

Kenya.  

 


