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During the month of April  

2025, the African Minerals 

and Geosciences Centre 

(AMGC) received a formal 

familiarization  visits from 

the following dignitries: 

¶  Hon. Matiok Santino Akuei 

(PhD), the undersecretary of 

the Ministry of Mining  of the 

Republic of South Sudan.  

¶ H.E. Mr. Fekadu Beyene Ayana, the 

Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary Ambassador 

of Federal Republic of Ethiopia to the United 

Republic of Tanzania.  

¶ Prof. Mohammed Awadlkarim, the Vice-

Chancellor of Zanzibar University.  

The Director General of the AMGC, was 

honoured to be cordially invited to the Kingôs 

Day Reception held by Embassy of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands at the 

Ambassador residence in Dar es Salaam. 

AMGC , an ISO 9001:2015 certified 

participated in a periodical quality 

surveillance audit conducted by SGS 

Tanzania so as to determine conformity of the 

quality management system to the services 

and products of the Centre.  
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On 11th April, 2025 the 

African Minerals and 

Geosciences Centre 

(AMGC), an ISO 

9001:2015 certified 

part icipated in a 

surveillance audit so as 

to determine conformity 

of the quality 

management system to 

the services and 

products of the Centre.  

The audit was led by Mr. 

Ramadhani Nyambuka 

who was accompanied 

by other auditors 

namely; Mr. Gregory 

Mandari and M r. Allen 

Mweteni both from SGS 

Tanzania. 

The Centre has been 

participating in 

periodical quality audits 

as it holds an ISO 

9001:2015 standard. 
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On 15th April, 2025, Pursue to previous communications, a high-level 

delegation from Zanzibar University (ZU) paid a familiarization visit to 

the African Minerals and Geosciences Centre (AMGC). The delegation 

was led by Prof. Mohammed Awadlkarim, the Vice Chancel accompanied 

by:- 

· Dr. Rashid Juma Rashid, Deputy Chancellor for Administration 

· Mr. Anthony Norbet Od uor, Lecturer at the Faculty of Sciences 

The delegation toured the various technical facilities of AMGC and 

expressed its high impression regarding development of anayltical 

infrastructures and mineral services provided, including consultancy, 

training, and analysis. A memorandum of understanding will be signed so 

as the university could benefit from AMGCôs mineral services for ZU 

staff, fresh graduates and undergraduate students particularly within the 

free of charge summer practical trainings for undergraduate students, 

internship program for  fresh graduates as apprentices. Such free of 

charge services are provided as privileges to higher academic institutes of 

AMGC member states since these institutes are among the major 

stakeholders of the geoscientific community and mining industry in 

Africa.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

https://web.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4029683600578030&set=pcb.4029609580585432&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWz3v9nOyYMiW8nTtbxZY92ejCZGaC38cEYfVXykvxmYYUhyDYKOMsmQb2Vt-CmFG4soyA-W3nznRoIzaAx_79dhqX-NePg_ZzsbKzdsHhTq7lAsRMmn4dOnj2Oq5cBgwtPV1EKLQEYjbxcqiPXDka2CQXC09-ptsJ94-SlOGcFlQ&__tn__=*b0H-R
https://web.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4029683600578030&set=pcb.4029609580585432&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWz3v9nOyYMiW8nTtbxZY92ejCZGaC38cEYfVXykvxmYYUhyDYKOMsmQb2Vt-CmFG4soyA-W3nznRoIzaAx_79dhqX-NePg_ZzsbKzdsHhTq7lAsRMmn4dOnj2Oq5cBgwtPV1EKLQEYjbxcqiPXDka2CQXC09-ptsJ94-SlOGcFlQ&__tn__=*b0H-R
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On 16th April 2025, Hon. Matiok Santino Akuei 

(PhD), the undersecretary of the Ministry of 

Mining of the Republic of South Sudan, paid an 

official familiarization visit to the African 

Minerals and Geosciences Centre (AMGC). The 

Hon. Undersecretary was accompanied by the 

following delegation: 

Å Madam Adeng Joseph Marial, Charge dô 

Affaires a.t, at the Embassy of the Republic of 

South Sudan in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

Å Mr. Vincensio Omunjwok, Director for 

Training and Research 

Å Mr. Aliga Bethsmith William, Ag. Director for 

Technical Service 

Å Mr. Gum Agok Dek, Risk Management 

Officer  

Å Mr. Santrulino Modi, Second Secretary at the 

Embassy of the Republic of South Sudan in Dar 

es Salaam, Tanzania 

Å Mr. Anei Anei Akoon, Executive Secretary to 

Undersecretary 

Å Mr. Luach Aru Luach, Personal Assistant to  
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the undersecretary 

Å Mr. Fris Peter, Protocol officer, Second secretary at the Embassy of the Republic of South 

Sudani in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

Mr. Ibrahim Shaddad, the Director General of AMGC, had the pleasure on behalf of the 

Centre to receive, welcome warmly the high level delegation, and he expressed his gratitude to 

Hon. the undersecretary for his much appreciated familiarization visit as well as the 

completion of the procedure of joining the esteemed Ministry of Mining of the Republic of 

South Sudan the membership of the Centre and becoming among its concentrated driving 

force as its member state number 9. Furthermore, the Director General of AMGC briefed the 

delegation regarding developments in the analytical infrastructure and challenges facing the 

Centre in its vision and mandate for the provision of mineral services. He escorted the 

distinguished visitors on a familiarization tour to various technical departments and units 

providing mineral services, including training, consultancy, and analysis to the mining sector 

and geosciences community in Africa and elsewhere. 
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The Hon. Undersecretary assured the 

sustainable support of the South Sudan 

to the Centre. He expressed his high 

concern to enhance the initiated 

excellent and fruitful work relationship 

and cooperation that the South Sudan 

and AMGC will share for strengthening 

beneficial partnerships to push for the 

Centreôs mission and mandate in 

serving the mining sector and 

geosciences community in the South 

Sudan and African Countries. 

Furthermore, he commended the much-

appreciated mineral services provided 

by the Centre. He welcomed the efforts 

of AMGC to provide its mineral 

services to South Sudan so as to 

facilitate the development of its 

geoscience community and mining 

industry.  

It is worth mentioning that, AMGC 

celebrated the South Sudanôs accession 

to the Centre by organizing a ceremony 

on the occasion of raising up the South 

Sudan flag at the Centreôs premises in 

Kunduchi Beach Area on 26th February, 

2025. H.E. Martin Gama Abucha, the 

Minister for Mining of the Republic of 

South Sudan accompanied by a high 

delegation, participated in the 

ceremony and H.E. Martin Gama 

raised up the South Sudan flag at the 

Centreôs premises in Dar es Salaam. 

 

 

  

 

  



 

8 
 

 

 

 

  



9 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  



10 
 

 

  



11 

Director General of AMGC and activist in Ethio-Sudanese Solidarity, was privileged to interact with 

a number of Excellences, the Ethiopian dignitaries, diplomats, officials and media persons. He 

expressed his great pleasure to have been communicating and meeting with successive Excellences 

Ethiopian Ministers and Deputy Ministers of Petroleum, Gas and Mines of Ethiopia as well as 

General Directors of the Geological Survey of Ethiopia (GSE, which renamed as Geological Institute 

of Ethiopia (GIE). The meetings discussed the reactivation of Ethiopia membership and 

maximization its benefit from AMGC and enjoy the 40% cost reduction from all mineral services 

provided by the Centre, including training, analyses, and consultancy  

At the initial stage of the Centre, there were joint exploration and development projects where 

Ethiopia was the project of Abumareh ï Gizen Area Exploration programme of 1980ôs. At a later 

year, the Centreôs focus was realigned to capacity building to member states and regional projects 

were designed to support member states as well as analytical services being established to extend the 

provision of services made available to the member states including Ethiopia. The Centre is ready 

to respond to any mineral service requests in-house at its premises in Dar es Salaam and outreach 

cost sharing on job specialized trainings to be conducted at GIEôs premises in Addis Ababa 

regarding the following: 

· Gemology Basic Skills in gemstones identification, value addition and jewelry design covering 

important gemstone varieties which are found in Ethiopia in addition to various techniques in 

gemstone identification, gemstone grading, pricing and marketing, synthetic, imitations and treated 

gemstones. It will be provided mainly to the professionals of the GIE, related institutions, and 

community based groups in small-scale mining areas who would later use the acquired knowledge 

to train others. 

· Assist GIE on testing of minerals and develop its analytics infrastructure and modern laboratory 

management and laboratory quality management system through training in theory, operation & 

maintenance of Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer (AAS), X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF), the 

Inductive Coupled Plasma Optical Emission Spectrometry (ICP-OES) and XRD - X-ray Diffraction 

Instrument. 

· MoU is proposed to be signed between AMGC and selected geoscientific and geotechnical academic 

institute in Ethiopia to go into partnership for joint research and development, experience sharing, 

consultancy projects as well as capacity building 
 

On 17th April 2025, the African Minerals & 

Geosciences Centre (AMGC) was greatly 

honoured by a formal familiarization visit paid 

by H.E. Mr. Fekadu Beyene Ayana, the 

Extraordinary & Pleni potentiary Ambassador 

of Federal Republic of Ethiopia to the United 

Republic of Tanzania. Mr. Ibrahim Shaddad, 

the Director General of AMGC, briefed H.E. 

Mr. Fekadu, among other issues regarding 

performance of the Centre, developments in 

analytical infrastructure, and challenges facing 

the Centre. Mr. Shaddad, in his capacity as the 
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Managing the Centre since 1977, Ethiopia was elected twice to manage the Centre, the first 

Director General was Mr. Mahdi Shumburo from Ethiopia, who served for 9 years during 

1978-1986 and the fifth Director General was Mr. Ketema Tadesse, who served 9 years during 

2006-2015. One of the departmental managers at the Centre was Mr. Mesfin Wubeshet of the 

Geo-information services, who had been employed as the only International Professional staff 

for 25 years. It is worth mentioning that the Centreôs current premises in Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania was constructed in 1990/91 and both the consulting architect and the contractor who 

built the buildings were Ethiopian companies, Getachew Bekele Architect and Berta 

Construction Company, respectively. 
Ethiopia was elected Chair of the Board of Directors of the Centre from 1997 to 2006 chaired 

by Mr. Ketema Tadessa, former General Director of the Geological Survey of Ethiopia (GSE). 

In 2006, the Ethiopian General Director, Mr. Ketema Tadesse was appointed the fifth Director 

General of the Centre, and Angola took over the chairmanship of the Board of Directors. When 

the term of Mr. Ketema, as the Director General of AMGC, ended in 2015, Ethiopia resumed 

back its chairmanship for the Board of Directors and is serving up to now. From 2015 to 2019, 

the Board of Directors was chaired by Mr. Masresha Gebreselassie, former General Director 

of the GSE, from 2019 to January 2022 by Ms. Enatfenta Melkau Gebre, former Director 

General of the GSE and from January 2022 up to November 2023 by Dr. Dejene Haile Mariam, 

who during his tenure, the GSE was renamed the Geological Institute of Ethiopia (GIE), and 

from December 2023 to date by Mr. Ijara Tesfaye, the current general director of the GIE. 

H.E. Mr. Fekadu Beyene Ayana expressed his gratitude to visit AMGC and confirmed Ethiopia 

as a regional champion, sustainable support to the Centre, fulfil financial commitments, and 

maximize its beneficiation from mineral services provided by the Centre to enjoy the 40% cost 

reduction from all mineral services provided by the AMGC including training, analyses and 

consultancy. 

 

 

 

  

It is worth mentioning that Ethiopia, 

one of the founding member states of 

the Centre, has been unreservedly 

supporting it since its establishment 

in 1977. Due to Ethiopiaôs significant 

contribution to the running of the 

Centre as a Centre of Excellence, 

Ethiopia shouldered more than three 

times hosting Policy Organ Meetings 

of the Centre as well as ten times the 

responsibility of chairing the 

Governing Council of the Centre. 

Out of the six Director Generals  
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