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AMGC hosted a familiarization 

visit from the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and East 

African Cooperation of 

Tanzania, the host country of 

the Centre. AMGC awarded a 

certificate to the Sudanese Mr. 

Muaz Abdalla, an apprentice 

 

 
in recognition of his successful completion of 

Internship Program in the Finance and 

Administration Department.  Director General of 

AMGC paid a courtesy visit to the Embassy of 

Sudan in Dar es Salaam Tanzania. AMGC 

provided a two week paid on the job practical 

trai ning Programme for tw o professionals from 

State Department for Mining, which operates 

under the Ministry of Mining, Blue Economy 

and Maritime Aff airs of Kenya. The training 

conducted from 20th to 30 January 2026 across 

various departments of AMGC. Director 

General of AMGC  paid a courtesy visit to the 

Embassy of Angola in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 

AMG C hosted a delegation of five diplomats 

from the Embassy of Angola in Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania. AMGC hosted a certificate handover 

ceremony to recognize two professionals from 

the State Department for Mining, under Kenyaôs 

Ministry of Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime 

Affairs, who successfully completed specialized 

training programmes at the Centre. 
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On 6th January 2026, the African 

Minerals and Geosciences Centre 

(AMGC) awarded a certificate to Mr. 

Muaz Abdalla, an apprentice and 

Sudanese resident in Tanzania, in 

recognition of his successful completion 

of the Internship Program in the 

Finance and Administration 

Department. 

During his internship, Mr. Muaz 

demonstrated a high level of 

commitment, diligence, and 

professionalism. He effectively acquired 

and applied practical skills in the 

preparation and processing of financial 

transactions; systematic recording of 

income; documentation and 

organization of monthly expenditures; 

and digitization of physical revenue  

 receipts to establish reliable electronic financial records. Mr. Muaz also 

contributed to the analysis of financial data from five (5) technical 

departments, ensuring accurate and separate recording of departmental 

income and expenditures. He successfully calculated consolidated monthly 

financial reports, created and maintained financial tables summarizing 

income, expenditure, surplus, and/or deficit, and analyzed and presented 

financial data using charts and graphical representations to reflect the 

Centreôs monthly financial performance. 

AMGC acknowledges his valuable contributions and wishes him continued 

success in his future professional endeavors. 
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On 13 January 2026, Mr. Ibrahim Shaddad, Director General of the 

African Minerals and Geosciences Centre (AMGC), paid a courtesy visit 

to the Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan in Dar es Salaam Tanzania, 

where he met with H.E. Ambassador Dr. Mohamed Abdalla Abd 

Elhameed. During the meeting, Mr. Shaddad briefed the Ambassador 

on the Centreôs performance, ongoing activities, and the key challenges 

currently facing AMGC.  

Mr. Shaddad expressed his deep appreciation and sincere recognition of 

the Republic of the Sudanôs outstanding commitment to AMGC, noting 

that Sudanôs unwavering support has been instrumental in enabling the 

Centre to implement its mandate and activities at the highest standards. 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Mohamed Abdalla Abd Elhameed reaffirmed 

Sudanôs steadfast commitment to supporting AMGC and its leadership, 

commending the Centreôs resolute efforts to address emerging 

challenges under the stewardship of its current Director General, Mr. 

Ibrahim Shaddad. 

During the meeting, Mr. Shaddad also drew the kind attention of H.E. 

the Ambassador to the postponement by Kenya, the current Chair of the 

AMGC Governing Council, of the Policy Organs Meeting originally 

scheduled to take place in Nairobi from 26 to 29 January 2026. 
 

Sudan joined AMGC in August 2010 and has since played a leading role 

in the Centreôs governance, including chairing the 33rd and 39th 

Governing Council Meetings hosted in Khartoum in 2013 and 2019, 

respectively. Sudan remains one of AMGCôs most committed Member 

States, consistently fulfilling its financial obligations and ranking first in 

the utilization of AMGCôs paid mineral services. The countryôs active 

engagement constitutes a significant share of the Centreôs self-generated 

revenue, contributing honorably to the 40 percent of AMGCôs 

operational budget derived from paid services. This contribution has 

been further enhanced through Sudanôs strong participation in 

AMGCôs mineral services, particularly paid training programmes. 
 

Since Mr. Ibrahim Shaddad assumed office as Director General in 2015, 

AMGC has delivered 528 paid training opportunities to Sudanese 

professionals, strengthening capacity across the mining sector. 

Beneficiaries include experts from the Geological Research Authority of 

Sudan (GRAS), the Sudanese Mineral Resources Company (SMRC), 

Ariab Mining Company (AMC), and Sudanôs Gold Refinery. These 

training programmes conducted both at AMGC headquarters in Dar es 

Salaam and through outreach courses in Sudan, have significantly 

enhanced professional skills and technical expertise within the countryôs 

mining industry.  
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On 20th January 2026, the African Minerals 

and Geosciences Centre (AMGC), an ISO 

9001:2015 certified Continental Centre of 

Excellence, welcomed Ms. Magdalene 

Wangui Kauma and Mr. Ngetich Geoffrey 

from the State Department for Mining, 

which operates under the Ministry of 

Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime Affairs 

of Republic of Kenya. 

The two professionals participated in a two-

week, on the job practical training 

programme at AMGC, which ran from 20th 

ï 30th January 2026, across two of the 

Centreôs specialized departments. 

Á Ms. Magdalene Wangui Kauma 

participated in a training course on 

ñAnalytical Techniques for Gold 

Analysis using the Fire Assay Methodò 

in the Chemical and Environmental 

Department. 
 

Á Mr. Ngetich Geoffrey underwent 

training in ñGemstone Identification 

Techniquesò within the Mineralogy, 

Petrology, and Gemology Department. 

Kenya is one of the nine founding member 

states of AMGC and continues to benefit 

from the Centre's services in the mineral 

sector, including capacity-building training 

and sample analysis. 

 



4 

  

On 26th January 2026, Mr. Ibrahim Shaddad, Director General of the 

African Minerals and Geosciences Centre (AMGC), paid a courtesy 

visit to the Embassy of Angola in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. During the 

visit, he met with H.E. Domingos de Almeida da Silva Coelho, the newly 

appointed Ambassador of Angola to Tanzania. Several Angolan 

diplomats also attended the meeting to assist the Ambassador. 

On behalf of AMGC and himself, Mr. Shaddad extended his 

congratulations to H.E. Ambassador Domingos on his appointment as 

Angola's Ambassador to Tanzania. Mr. Shaddad also briefed H.E the 

Ambassador on the Centre's performance, developments, and 

challenges, while highlighting the upcoming 41st anniversary of 

Angolaôs accession to AMGC, which will be celebrated with a short 

ceremony on 23 May 2026. 

In response, H.E. the Ambassador expressed Angola's continued 

support for AMGC in overcoming its challenges. Following the meeting, 

diplomats from the Angolan Embassy in Dar es Salaam visited the 

Centre on Wednesday, 28 January 2026. The visit aimed to familiarize 

them with the mineral services provided by the Centre and its analytical 

infrastructure . 
 

A report will be submitted to H.E. Domingos de Almeida da Silva 

Coelho ahead of his a forthcoming official visit to the Centre. This 

report will then be forwarded to the relevant authorities in Angola, a 

key AMGC member state. Angola has been a strong supporter of 

AMGC, consistently fulfilling its financial commitments. The Centre 

encourages Angola to fully leverage the services offered, maximizing the 

benefits of its participation. 

It is also noteworthy that Angola, one of AMGCôs founding member 

states, has been an unwavering supporter of the Centre since joining on 

23 May 1985. Angola has hosted the Centreôs Policy Organ Meetings 

twice (in 2001 and 2009) and has chaired the Governing Council. From  

 2002 to 2006, Angola was entrusted with the management of the Centre under H.E. Dr. Diamantino 

Pedro Azevedo, the current Minister for Mineral Resources, Oil, and Gas in Angola. Dr. Azevedo 

now serves as the Vice Chairman of the AMGC Governing Council. 
 

Additionally, Dr. Luis Antonio, former Advisor to the Minister of Geology and Mines of Angola, 

chaired the Board of Directors of AMGC from 2006 to 2014. He is currently the Director of the 

Exchange Office at the Ministry of Mineral Resources, Oil, and Gas of Angola and serves as 

Angolaôs representative in the AMGC Standing Committee of Officials. Mr. Canga Xiaquivuila, 

Director General of the Geological Institute of Angola, currently represents Angola on the AMGC 

Board of Directors. 
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On 26 January 2026, the African 

Minerals and Geosciences Centre 

(AMGC) had the privilege of hosting 

a familiarization visit from the 

Minist ry of Foreign Affairs and East 

African Cooperation of Tanzania, the 

host country of the Centre. The 

delegation was led by Ms. Ellen 

Maduhu, Assistant Director and 

Head of the African Union Section, 

Department of Africa, and 

accompanied by Mr. Reginald 

Kisaka, Desk Officer, and 

Department of Africa.  

The purpose of the visit was to 

introduce the officials to the mineral 

services offered by the Centre, 

showcase its analytical infrastructure, 

discuss the challenges it faces, and 

strengthen the diplomatic and 

working relationship between the 

Centre and the United Republic of 

Tanzania. This collaboration aims to 

foster closer ties with both the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and East 

African Cooperation and the Ministry 

of Minerals. 
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The African Minerals and Geosciences Centre (AMGC), an ISO 9001:2015 certified continental Centre of 

Excellence, hosted a delegation of five (5) diplomats from the Embassy of the Republic of Angola in Dar es 

Salaam, Tanzania, on 28th January 2026. The delegation was led by Mr. Pinto Felix, Charg® dôAffaires, and 

comprised the following officials: 

Á Mr. Anjo Gabriel Gime, Defence Attaché 

Á Ms. Julcimara Joaquim, First Secretary ï Bilateral Cooperation 

Á Mr. Samuel Monteiro Cabra, Second Secretary 

Á Ms. Angela Chicola, Second Secretary and Head of the Consular Section 
 

The purpose of the visit was to gain insight into the Centreôs existing geoscientific infrastructure and mineral 

service delivery, including the benefits available to Member States that consistently fulfill their financial 

obligations. The delegation undertook a guided tour of all technical departments, where they observed a range 

of advanced and operational mineral analysis techniques. 

The Director General of AMGC, Mr. Ibrahim Shaddad, provided a comprehensive briefing on the current status 

of the Centre, highlighting both achievements and challenges, as well as possible strategic options to address 

them. He expressed sincere appreciation to the Government of Angola, a Member State of the Centre, for its 

continued support through the timely payment of annual contributions. Mr. Shaddad encouraged Angola to 

further maximize the benefits offered by AMGC, particularly in mineral analysis, Geo-Information and 

capacity-building programmes. He also reaffirmed the Centreôs commitment to supporting Angola through 

practical hands-on training, analytical services, and free internship attachment programmes for undergraduate 

and newly graduated students. 

In his concluding remarks, delivered in Portuguese, Mr. Pinto Felix, Charg® dôAffaires, stated that the visit 

reflected the Embassyôs strong interest in strengthening cooperation with the African Minerals and Geosciences 

Centre as a continental Centre of Excellence. He emphasized that the Centre plays a vital role in fostering 

bilateral and regional cooperation among African countries and contributes significantly to social and 

developmental initiatives. As an African institution, he noted, the Centreôs challenges are shared by all Member 

States. He further explained that the objective of the visit was to better understand the Centreôs mandate, 

challenges, and needs, and to report accurately to His Excellency Ambassador Domingos da Silva Coelho, who 

was absent at the time. Mr. Felix concluded by expressing appreciation for the informative tour, noting that the 

delegation had gained valuable knowledge about the Centreôs capabilities and that the level of technical capacity 

observed was a pleasant surprise. He thanked AMGC for the warm reception and insightful engagement. 
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A certificate handout ceremony was held on 30 January 2026, at the African Minerals and Geosciences Centre (AMGC), 

an ISO 9001:2015 Certified Continental Centre of Excellence. The ceremony recognized two (2) professionals from the 

State Department for Mining, under Kenyaôs Ministry of Mining, Blue Economy and Maritime Affairs, who successfully 

completed specialized training programmes at the Centre. 

The beneficiaries were: 

Á Ms. Magdalene Wangui Kauma 

Á Mr. Ngetich Geoffrey 

The two professionals undertook two-week practical on the job training courses conducted in different departments of 

AMGC from 20 th to 30th January 2026. 

Ms. Magdalene Wangui Kauma attended a training course on Analytical Techniques for Gold Analysis using the Fire 

Assay Method, conducted at the Chemical and Environmental Department of AMGC. 

Mr. Ngetich Geoffrey participated in a training course on Gemstone Identification Techniques, offered by the 

Mineralogy, Petrology and Gemology Department of AMGC. 

The Republic of Kenya is one of the nine founding Member States of AMGC and continues to sustainably fulfill its 

financial obligations through timely payment of its annual contributions. Over the years, Kenya has significantly 

benefited from AMGCôs services in the mineral sector, including laboratory analysis, capacity-building training 

programmes, and mineral sample analysis. 
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